
Hon Trevor Mallard
Minister of Education

19 November 2003 Media Statement

Research to lift educational achievement

A significant step in the government’s strategy of boosting student achievement
through quality teaching was announced by Education Minister Trevor Mallard
today.

“I am announcing today a raft of ground-breaking research projects that will be
undertaken through partnerships between education research experts and
teachers around the country.

“Our aim is to find out what works in terms of lifting student achievement, and
then to apply those lessons in the real world so students do actually enjoy the
benefits.

"These new projects have been selected through the Teaching and Learning
Research Initiative and will be an important part of our work in the early
childhood, school and tertiary sectors.

“They’ll be a welcome addition to New Zealand’s existing educational research,
and will be a rich resource for teachers," Trevor Mallard said.

“The initiative is part of the government’s investment in education and educational
research, and reflects our commitment to significantly improve educational
achievement through quality teaching.

“Through these projects we can build on teaching and learning knowledge by
enhancing the links between educational research and teaching practices.

"Evidence from this research will be used to inform and make a difference to
educational practice. All 13 projects selected in this first round are based on
partnerships between researchers and teachers to ensure the outcomes are
relevant, practical and usable.”

Trevor Mallard said the 13 projects to receive the new funding were selected from
180 expressions of interest.

“The strongly contested and rigorous process to select the final 13 reflects the
depth of interest in educational research."

The New Zealand Council of Educational Research has been contracted to
manage the programme on behalf of the Ministry of Education.  A team of
specialists in key areas of educational research will manage the initiative and
assist the researchers.



A $1 million annual fund is available for this research, and funding for the 13
projects is expected to begin before the end of the year. There will be a call for
expressions of interest for the second year of funding in May 2004.

Short descriptions of the 13 successful research projects are attached.

More information is available on the Teaching and Learning Research Initiative
website www.tlri.org.nz
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