
 

Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga Māori, 
Māori roto i te ako – Achieving substantive change 

in Māori leaner outcomes through AKO.   

The TLRI Symposium 



• Introduction to TLRI aims and objectives. Presented by 
Dr Jessica Hutchings. 

• Understanding the pedagogy of school-based marae. 
TLRI funded project. Presented Dr Jenny Lee. 

• 10.30 Morning tea. 
• TLRI Kaupapa Māori RfP. What is specifically being 

called for?  
• 12.30 close.  

AGENDA  



The TLRI undertakes research that has 
the potential to impact on practice in 
ways that supports learning. 



• Building a cumulative body of knowledge 
linking teaching and learning; 

• Enhancing the links between educational 
research and teaching practices, and 
researchers and teachers, across early 
childhood, school and tertiary sectors; and 

• Growing research capability and capacity in 
the areas of teaching and learning. 

It supports learning by 





The TLRI is 
•  A government fund; 

•  Governed by an Advisory Board;  

•  Co-ordinated by NZCER, on contract to  
     the Ministry of Education. 

 

 



• Establishment phase 2003−2008; 

• Consolidation phase 2008−2012; 

• 2013 → A series of initiatives designed to 
strengthen the overall TLRI program. One 
priority: kaupapa Māori RfP– ‘Kia piki ngā 
putanga ako mō te akonga Māori, Māori 
roto i te ako – Achieving substantive 
change in Māori learner outcomes.  



TLRI Phase Two 



A more explicit focus on: 

• Supporting a variety of partnership models 

with a continued valuing of the expertise 

and ongoing learning of all involved; 

• Encouraging project teams to focus more 

explicitly on impact on practice and impact 

on learning (in design and dissemination); 

 



• Encouraging project teams to describe 
their research design, methodology, and 
approach to analysis in a more convincing 
way; 

• Ensuring that less experienced researchers 
are explicitly supported to develop their 
expertise so in time they can be principal 
investigators; and 



• Ensuring that over time the TLRI projects 
build a cumulative body of knowledge 
linking teaching and learning. 

 

 





Quality research 
projects 

A comprehensive 
programme of work 

The TLRI: addressing its aims through: 



• Building knowledge that informs practice 
and supports learning;  

• Engaging researchers and teachers in 
research and informed conversations 
about practice; 

 



• Reaching the target audiences through a 
wide range of innovative dissemination 
practices; and 

• Building capability and capacity in New   
    Zealand based research in significant 
    areas of teaching and learning. 

 



 
  
 Understanding the pedagogy of school-based marae: A 

culturally responsive learning context in secondary 
schools. 

  
 Project Leader: Jenny Lee 
 TLRI funded 1 January 2010-30 December 2011 



The TLRI RFP process is designed to give a 
specific focus on: 

• Persistent issues or challenges of practice in teaching 
and learning (explicitly addressing the TLRI strategic 
priorities); 

• Seeking to fund a kaupapa Māori research project 
designed to support educational outcomes for Māori 
learners across learning environments. Up to $300k 
(GST Exclusive)  



• Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga 
Māori, Māori roto i te ako -  Te Pūtake 

• Kaupapa Māori research project that seeks 
to achieve a substantive and sustainable 
change in Māori learner outcomes   

• Māori learner outcomes as situated within 
the wider context of whānau wellbeing.  

 



Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga 
Māori, Māori roto i te ako  

• Māori learner outcomes are broader 
than standard educational measures, 
include a wellbeing focus  

• Well-being needs to relate to one or 
more of the 5 kaupapa listed in the RfP 
(pg 2) 



Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga Māori, Māori roto i 
te ako  

• rangatiratanga—strengthening Māori learner outcomes 
through governance and leadership 

• ako—enhancing Māori student learning experiences 
through Māori teacher pedagogy 

• oranga—lifting Māori learner and whānau wellbeing 
• whanaungatanga—school, community, mana whenua and 

whānau relationships that enhance Māori learner and 
whānau wellbeing 

• aromatawai—contributing to kaupapa Māori assessment 
that enhances Māori learner and whānau wellbeing. 
 



Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga Māori, Māori 
roto i te ako  

The project must do three things:   
1. trial an innovative element or approach that 

affirms or challenges existing knowledge—or does 
both 

2. measure the impact of the initiative, paying 
particular regard to the desired change 

3. involve collaboration between kaupapa Māori 
researchers and Māori education practitioners. 

 



Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga Māori, Māori roto i 
te ako  

Ideally the project will also:  
• broaden current understandings of success and wellbeing 

for Māori learners and their whānau 
• actively build on the collective body of knowledge 

generated by the TLRI and other kaupapa Māori 
educational research as appropriate  

• demonstrate that the kaupapa Māori research design and 
approach has a high likelihood of success (particularly with 
regard to the sustainability of the proposed intervention) 

• be broadly applicable, with potential scalability to the 
learning environment that is the focus of the study. 
 



Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga Māori, Māori roto i 
te ako  

• This RfP will be assessed by the TLRI Kaupapa Māori 
Committee.  

The assessment panel will assess the proposed project in 
terms of addressing the specifications of the RfP, Kia piki 
ngā putanga ako mō te akonga Māori, Māori roto i te ako 
and its relevance to the aims, principles, and priorities of 
the TLRI using the following criteria: 

1. Strategic relevance 
2. Research relevance 
3. Practice relevance   



Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga 
Māori, Māori roto i te ako  

How to apply:  
• See website for details of how to apply 
• One step process with no EOI stage 
• No Type 1 or Type 2 projects 
• Straight to full proposal 
• Closing date for full proposals 5pm Friday 23 

August  
 



Quality 
Research 
projects 

A comprehensive 
programme of 
work 

The TLRI: addressing its aims through: 

• Building knowledge that informs 
    practice and supports learning;  

• Engaging researchers and teachers in research and 
informed conversations about practice; 

•  Reaching the target audiences through a wide 
   range of innovative dissemination practices; and 

•  Building capability and capacity in New Zealand 
    based research in significant areas of teaching  
    and learning. 

 



Kia piki ngā putanga ako mō te akonga 
Māori, Māori roto i te ako  

• For further information on the Kaupapa 
Māori RfP please see: 

• www.tlri.org.nz or contact 
Jessica.Hutchings@nzcer.org.nz 

http://www.tlri.org.nz/

